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Request

• A conditional use permit to allow a commercial 
telecommunications tower



BOCC UPDATE

• PC considered on June 14 and continued to their July 12th

meeting date

• Property owner/developer notified PC of pending 
annexation into City of Aurora (July 9th)

• Applicant notified PC the owner purchased property 
aware of easement and location of tower for past 26 
years

• County will not have jurisdiction if annexed 
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Background

• 1972:
– Swain Subdivision approved (subject property)

• 1991:
– BoCC approved Conditional Use Permit (CUP) for 50’ tower

– Expired after 10 years

• 2007:
– BoCC approved CUP for existing tower

– Expired after 10 years (October 1, 2017)



E. 42nd Ave.

Tower 
Location

Gun Club Rd.

SITE



Criteria for Conditional Use
Section 2-02-08-06 

1. Permitted in zone district 

2. Consistent with regulations

3. Comply with performance standards

4. Harmonious & compatible

5. Addressed all off-site impacts

6. Site suitable for use

7. Site plan adequate for use

8. Adequate services 



112’

53’

1,000’ tower 
separation

Maximum Height: 
35’/70’

Existing 50’

Setbacks:
Equal to tower height

112’/ 53’ 







West on E. 42nd Ave.



North on E. 42nd Ave.



East on E. 42nd Ave.



SW on E. 42nd Ave.



NE on E. 42nd Ave.



Referral Comments
• No concerns:

– Xcel and FAA

• Concerns:

– City of Aurora

– Pending annexation and master planned development

• Property Owners and Residents within 1,000 ft:

– Property owner/ developer

– Incompatible with proposed plans

Notifications Sent Comments Received

6 1



Adams County Comprehensive Plan

• Policy 2.1

• In administering land use and development policies, 
the County is to consider the growth area of each 
Adams County municipality and promote development 
in a manner that supports the land use plan and goals 
of subject municipalities to avoid interjurisdictional 
competition. The County is to also coordinate with 
affected municipalities on development located within 
municipal growth areas.



Aurora Requirements for Towers
(Code Section 146-1200)

• Administrative site plan review

• PC may consider

• Maximum Height: 

• Of applicable zone district

• Minimum setback:  

• 1:1 from ROW and residential uses

• Design criteria

• Compatible with surrounding area (color, texture, scale)

• Screening (accessory shelters, landscape, and fencing)

• Not permitted on single-family residential lots 



Aurora Requirements for Towers
(Code Section 146-1200)

Site

E-470 RMED

•Master planned

•Medium density

•Single family

•Neighborhood and 
community activity 
centers

•Max height 60’

E-470 Airport 
Corporate

•Strategic access to DIA

•Employment uses

•Office/Business Parks

•Max height 100’



Criteria for Conditional Use
Section 2-02-08-06 

1. Permitted in zone district 

2. Consistent with regulations

3. Comply with performance standards

4. Harmonious & compatible

5. Addressed all off-site impacts

6. Site suitable for use

7. Site plan adequate for use

8. Adequate services 



Recommendation
RCU2017-00039 American Towers

Staff recommends Approval based on 8 Findings-of 
Fact and 4 conditions.



Recommended Conditions

1. The conditional use permit shall expire on July 3, 2020.

2. The applicant shall install the landscape and screen fencing as shown on
the final site plan submitted with the application and approved by the
BoCC. Installation of the landscape and screen fencing shall be
completed within 60 days of approval by the Board of County
Commissioners. The applicant shall request an inspection for the
required landscape and screen fence requirements from the Community
and Economic Development Department after installation is completed.

3. The height of the freestanding telecommunications tower shall not 
exceed 50 feet.

4. Any telecommunications facility that ceases to be in operation for a 
consecutive period of six months or more shall be removed from the site 
within 90 days of the end of such period of non-use.



Conceptual Land Use Map


